
From: John Hamill
Subject: FoI Request

Date: 31 January 2022 at 10:05
To: Freedom of Information foi@education.gov.ie

Bcc: Michael Nugent michael@michaelnugent.com

Dear Madam or Sir,

I would like to make a formal request for access to records under the Freedom of Information Act, 2014. In 
accordance with Section 12 of the Act, I am requesting access to the following non-personal information from your 
records:

1.
All emails during calendar year 2016 between the PDST and any email address from the following email domains:

@catholicbishops.ie
@aracoeli.com
@raphoediocese.ie
@clogherdiocese.ie
@kilmorediocese.ie
@killaladiocese.org
@achonrydiocese.org
@elphindiocese.ie
@tuamarchdiocese.org
@clonfertdiocese.ie
@galwaydiocese.ie
@ardaghdiocese.org
@dioceseofmeath.ie
@dublindiocese.ie
@kandle.ie
@ossory.ie
@ferns.ie
@killaloediocese.ie
@cashel-emly.ie
@limerickdiocese.org
@waterfordlismore.ie
@cloynediocese.ie
@corkandross.org
@dioceseofkerry.ie
@lecheiletrust.ie
@ceist.ie
@erst.ie

The email accounts within the PDST that should be searched should include:

2.
Details of any expenses paid by the PDST in relation to attendance of PDST representatives at Catholic Church 
premises during calendar year 2016. This should include travel, subsistence and accommodation costs. Specifically, 
Mr Gary Carley and Ms Paula Finnegan have attended events on Catholic Church premises during this period, and 
I’m interested to know the details of expenditures from public funds required to facilitate this.

In relation to calendar year 2016, the National Director of the PDST has previously told me that there had been “no 
correspondence or communication between the PDST and representatives of the Catholic Church” during this period. 
Moreover, in relation to the same period the Department of Education and Skills has told the Office of the Information 
Commissioner that “the PDST does not correspond with Catholic Church Diocesan Advisors except when responding 
on an occasional basis to requests for curricular inputs” and that most such events “are arranged by telephone”. As 
such, according to the previously expressed position of the Department of Education and Skills there should be few if 
any records returned in relation to these searches.

Under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 2014, I will look forward to your detailed response to these 
requests within four weeks of the date of this correspondence. 

Yours Sincerely, 
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Yours Sincerely, 
John Hamill.


